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Queft. 1, 


S foon as the blefs'd Sabbath dawns, and all 
The tinkling Bells our pious Zealots call 
unto the Church, I baften with tbe re/ 
To {upplicate, but my diforder'd Breaft 
Is not, alas! with Holy Thoughts poffe(s'd. 
My Prayers and Zeal are cold, they all take part 
With that Prom whence they come, a Frogen Heart. 
Behold 4 Fatal Beauty planted there ! 
( 1 bad been Pious had fhe feem'd lefs fair } 
To her Ten-thoufand Sighs I fend, ‘tis foe 
Is worfbipt as the Temples Deity. 
And were fhe truly Goddefs of the Fane, 
Icou'd tarn Zealot, vow, and vow again. 
( For Vows are Lovers prayers ) but*wou'd defpife 
To offer droves of Beajts for Sacrifice ; 
Ableeding Heart fhou'd my devotion prove, 
That, thas's an off'ring only worthy Love. 
Wen my jut rev'rence at the Altar’s given 
( That boly, bappy place, the Type of Heaven ) 
Or at the facred name, I turn me round 
And when my Eyes bave their dear Idol found. 
I bow, for that’s the holieft place to me, 
Since’tis made fo by ber Divinity. 
But fhe is cruel on 4 double Score, 
Tho’ till alas I languifb, fhill adore. 
From Heav'n fhe turns my prayers with her ftrong Charms, 
Nor gives another Heav'a in ber dear Arms. 
Then tl me, Achens! ted me bow to fly, 
This dear, this 2éng’reus, beautcous Enemy! 
Dire? my wandring Eyes, ¢.’ kindly fhew, 
To pay my Adorasion where cis due! 
Antler. 
When the glsd found bids thee for Church prepare, 
Put on clean Toongbts, or never enter there ! 
New dre{s chy Sout, and all that’s Earth remove, 
To taft the purer Foys of beavenly Love! 
Twill well deferve, ‘ewill well requite thy pains, 
To barter Dro{s for Gold’s fufficient Gains. 
Who leves not Beauty that has Heart or Eyes? 
To that we not unjuftly {«créfice ? 
We wou'd exa/t, buc wou'd not quench thy flame; 
And fly chy Paffion at a nobler Game. 
Bat firft chou the fair Idol mult defpife, 
Tear thence thy heart, and falfe aduls’rous Eyes ? 
0 wsakly virtuous ! Stop the kindling Fire, 
And curb ti’ impetuous Torrent of defire ! 
is he lets charming who thy Heart demands ? 
Thy bleeding Heart he asks with bleeding Hands, 
There, there, amidft the adoring Quire he ftands, 
True, tho’ invifible, they lowly greet, 
And caj$ their Crowns at his Triumphant Feet. 
Qa belove!! all lovely ; in whofe Eyes 
Majely mixe with matchlefs Goodnefs vyes, 
Rint Glowerms-Rays thall we alt ravifh'd fee, 
Yet find, Eternal Sun, no Charms in thee ? 
‘© we are thine upon a double (core, 
By Congueft much, but by thy Mercy more. 
Rbels and Staves thou doft not us difown, 
Bur make us foare chy Heart and radiant Throne. 
Swiour ! difpell the Clouds, and let us fee, 
‘st and compare the worthle{s world and thee. 
Me foon thall chufe whence we the difference find 
» tend an Ear, oft to our Pray'rs inclin’d ! 
* Us thy well known Att to Cure the Blind. 
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Queft. 2. Gentlemen, I having been always 4 great 

Oppofer of that Opinion, which makes God to bave de- 
5 mined by tis Immutable! Decrees, all the Good and’ 
Nil, which every Man foould A&t or Do ( fo determi- 
'y [mean as that every Man is aecellitated to eve- 


ry Action of bis whole Lip ) and ene great Reafon was 
and ftill is, becaule I cannot think (much lefs believe ) 
that fo Wile and Mercitul 2 Being as God is, fhould by 
his Decree oblige any Man to da that for which he tall 
be for ever Punithed, and that which yet further confirms 
me in my Opinion is, not only your Fudement herein ( if 
I miffake not ) but alfo that of the mot judicious Clergy. 
men of cur own Church, I mean the Church of England, 
and yet after all, I cannot, and therefore defire you, 10 res 
folve this Quejtion. 

Query, Moat fince ( which no Chrijtian can deny ) God 
did from the beginning forefee, whatever Good or Evil 
would come to pals, which muff therefore come to pafs, 
becaule be did forefee it, for otberwife he could not have 
foreleen it: Whether this does not amouns in effet to tbe 
fame thing with the above receited Opinion, of Gods ob- 
liging every Man by bis Decree to all the Actions ef 
their Lives: As for Example, God did from ail Ecerni- 
ty forefee Adams fall, and bis Redemption by Jetus 
Chritt, as alfo the Time when, the Place where, and the 
Perfon by whom be fhould Le Betrayed: Now if it muft 
therefore come to pats, becaule God did forefee it 
which I think is undeniable, then Judas could no: avoid 
it, and if mot, where liy bis Sin? But if it was in bis 
Power 10 have avoided it, be might not bave commit. 
ted it, and if be bad not, bow could God be (aid to fore- 
fee is ? Truly Sirs I fend not thele, becaufe I would Cavil, 
but becaufe I would be Intormed: Defiring your Serious 
Thoughts and Anfwer, as foon as poffible, which I know 
wilt be kindly accepted by feveral well meaning Pertons, 
and will much oblige, Yours, &c. 

An{fw. We have feveral Times largely anfwer'd to 
thefe, and the like Queftions, in our Supplements, and 
Weekly Mercuries, and gone deeper into the Difficul- 
ties thereof then we fhall here do, having already 
confider'd much ftrenger Objections. Ac prefeat let chele 
following Pofitions fuffice. 

1. That God neceffitates no Evil Aftion. This we 
think is plain from the Chapter and Texte quoted in 
the foregoing Queftion, wherein he fays, nay /wears, 
that he defires not the Desth of a Sinner, now if he 
does not defire, much lefs can he neceffitate, either Camfey 
or Effed, Sin or Punifhmeut, injeperable trom one ano- 
ther, which is as difagresable to his Nuture, as 'tis to 
his Will, reveal’d in his Holy Word. 

2. Tho’ God mecefirztes no Evil, yet he forefees all. 
This the Honeft Querift chinks no Chriftian denies, 
but the Sociaians will be angry with him tor nog 
thinking "em Chrijtians, tor*thote Men of Keajon pofi- 
tively deny it, as they do all other things which their 
Wifdoms can’t comprebend, fearch to the bottom, and 
aniwer all Difficulties concerning ‘em. But to leave 
them, and to the Point, that the only wife God fore- 

fees all chat comes to pajs feems plain, becaufe he 
fore-knows, how all Caufes will Ad, c their Effids be 
never {6 various, they having no Powers but what he 
has given ‘em, and his Krowledze being Infinite, the 
Knowledge even of a Wife man,/ extending a little way 
into Futurity, concluding effeds from caufes, and con- 
verfing about fuch Objefts as are then not in affual 
Being, much more can the Knowledge of God do fo. 
The Scriptures prove the fame, even of Future Con- 
tingencies, what cou'd be more Contingent than feveral 
Circum|sances. (For Example) in the Crucifixion of 
our Saviour ? particularly the very Manner of his 
Death, ag gery his Hands and Feet, the Vinegar 
and Galt, che cafting Lots for his Coat, @’c. Which 
were certainly forefeey, . becaufe fore/poken or prophefied 
of, fo long before they happen’d, and if one Non-En- 
tity may be the Obje of Knowledge, why not ano- 
ther ? 
j. But 
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Precet ‘ents by Bill and Anfwer, Plea and Dee 
rer, Ia Canfes of the greateft Moment ( wherein re 
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Hig Court of Chan ncery, for more than 30. ‘years if 
‘ paits With Appeals { fa feveral Cates of great Dif 

culty )to the Hou'e of Peers in Parliament, and te 
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oi ail the Writs and Procefs concerning the fame. 1 
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the Equitable Parc thereof. London, Printed tor E. ¥il’ 
infomat the Black Boy over avainkt St. Dunjtans- Chit 
in Fleet-fireer: 1694, 
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